
REFORM PARTY OF ONTARIO's "PURPLE BOOK"

November 2009	 	 ELECTORAL REFORMS

Our Values:
We believe Ontarians want to be included in the decision-making 
process, and that they want their MPPs to truly represent their views.

Electoral Reform is needed in Ontario:
   Ontario's voter participation rate continues to drop to record lows,
with only 50% bothering to vote in 2007.  We think this is due to
an electoral process that allows for MPPs to be elected with as little 
as 34% of the votes cast, meaning two-thirds of voters preferred
someone other than the elected candidate.
Allowing voters to rank candidates by order of preferrence would 
provide a greater sense of satisfaction at election time.
Fixed election dates are another means of reducing party control over
the electoral process, which is a good step for voters and for
democracy in Ontario.
   Despite being a minor party, one that would benefit from the failed 
MMP system of proportional voting, we belived that it did voters an
injustice by strengthening party grip over the election process.
On the federal scene, the Senate of Canada is intended to offer a 
sober second thought on federal legislation, as well as a regional
balance in federal decision-making.  To that end we think provinces
and not the prime minister's office, should nominate stand-by 
senate candidates for the next available senate seat to represent
Ontario's views.  Ultimately, we think a Triple-E Senate is in the broader 
public interest.
   The size of many rural and northern ridings is too large to allow
MPPs to do their jobs properly.  We think that ridings should not exceed
a maximum area, and that ultimately weighted votes should be 
assigned  to MPPs to address ridings with smaller or larger than 
average populations.

To that end, we propose the following remedies:
1.  We will introduce a change to the election ballot, allowing voters
to rank candidates by order of preferrence (Preferrential Ballots).
2. Maintain Fixed Election Dates.
3. Electing federal Senate nominees during provincial general elections.
4.  Allow ridings to match county and city boundaries, with MPPs
alloted weighted votes to address divergent numbers of constituents 
so as to maintain the concept of representation by population.
5. We will increase the voter base by allowing all taxpaying Ontario 
residents 16 years+ the right to vote provicially & municipally.
6. We will level the playing field for parties by amending the Elections
Finance Act to provide all parties with the same level of subsidy 
regardless of of their success at election time. 
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Reform Values & Principles:
1.  The will of the majority must prevail, within the bounds of
the Constitution.
2.  Government exists only to do those things that individuals 
or groups of individuals cannot do as efficiently.
3. Government services should be provided at the level closest
to the user of that service, with that level of government being
held accountable to voters.
4. Taxation should occur only to fund government services
authorized by the people's representatives.
5. We believe that budgets must be balanced and that financing is only
appropriate for infrastructure projects that will generate revenues for the government.
6. We believe that Ontarians are overtaxed and that our tax system must be simplified, reorganized, and taxes reduced.
7.  All citizens are equal.
8.  All provinces are equal.
9.  We believe that all three levels of government in Canada
must have unique and non-overlapping responsibilities.
10.  We believe that citizens have the right to enjoy their property
and to make decisions pertaining to themselves and their
family members'.
11.  We believe that Ontario's population, her growth, and her 
economy must be sustainable in regards to our environment.
12.  We believe that both rural and urban Ontario are necessary
partners for a bright Ontario future.
13.  We believe that a well-educated population translates into
a high standard of living.
14.  We believe that public health care can be effectively delivered
with certain aspects operating alongside by private care providers.
15.  We believe that the family is the building block of our society.
16. We believe that Ontario's society must remain harmonious and
to that end Ontario should work towards cultural hegemony.
17.  We believe that modern & well-planned infrastructure are 
needed to ensure the safety and prosperity of our citizens.


